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CAMPS & SUMMER PLANS
Tucson teen’s pop music CD started with camp connection

Experience A Colorado Jewish
Summer at the JCC Ranch Camp!
Horseback riding, swimming, two ropes courses, mountain
biking, hiking, teen adventure trips, Israeli culture, outdoor
Shabbat and a kosher kitchen—you’ll find all these and more
at the JCC Ranch Camp in Colorado’s beautiful Black Forest.

Contact JCC Ranch Camp by phone: (303) 316-6384
email: ranchcamp@jccdenver.org; or visit us online
at www.ranchcamp.org

Tucsonan Gabe Lehrer is not
quite 16, but he is already
working on his second pro-

fessionally recorded CD, as half of
the singer-songwriter duo Sheldon
and Gabriel. 

Gabe met Sheldon Donenberg at
Camp Ramah in Ojai, Calif., in the
summer of 2011. Gabe, the son of
Mimi Algazi and Matt Lehrer, had
been studying guitar from the age of
4. “I wanted to learn to play the
drums, but my mom wouldn’t allow
that. I wanted to play electric guitar,
but she wouldn’t allow that either,”
says Gabe. So he began guitar lessons
at the Tucson Academy of Music and
Dance with Michael Lich, who has
been his teacher ever since.

Gabe describes Sheldon as a very
talented, self-taught vocalist. They
hit it off — both as friends and mu-
sicians — and began writing music
and performing together at camp. 

Gabe’s training is in classical gui-
tar, mainly baroque and romantic
genres, and he takes his music very
seriously. He performed at the inter-
national Golden Key Music Festival,
in Vienna, Austria, in 2009 and at
Carnegie Hall in New York in 2012.
In between, he put on a concert to
raise money for Lead Guitar, a non-
profit school music program, where
he also taught youth at risk for his
Bar Mitzvah project.

When he met Sheldon, Gabe
began expanding his repertoire to in-
clude pop music. “It’s not as hard as
what I was playing,” he says. He is
now venturing into jazz and fla-
menco as well. And he’s expanded
his instrumentation to include steel
drums at Catalina Foothills High
School, where he is a sophomore.

“We wrote our first two songs at
camp,” says Gabe. The pair stayed in
touch and continued writing songs
— Gabe in Tucson and Sheldon in
Los Angeles. They performed to-
gether in a rock band at Camp
Ramah the following summer.

Gabe describes the challenging
process of writing music long dis-
tance: “I’ll record a riff on my phone

and send it to Sheldon. He writes the
vocal melodies. We share the lyrics.”

They primarily collaborate by
sending snippets of music on their
phones, texting lyrics, and occasion-
ally  video-calling through Skype.
“Sometimes we have a bunch of sep-
arate ideas floating around — this set
of lyrics, this set of songs. Then ‘ka-
boom’ — it comes together when we
meet,” says Gabe.

In late 2012, they had the oppor-
tunity to record at a professional stu-
dio owned by a friend of Sheldon’s
family in La Jolla, Calif. Gabe flew to
California for winter break and they
recorded three songs in the studio.
On March 3, 2013, they performed
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Tucsonan Gabe Lehrer, left, and Sheldon Donenberg at Camp Ramah in Ojai, Calif., in 2011
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